
February 7, 2010

Dear Parishioners,

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring something to your attention.  Did you know that our
parish has its own staff of ambassadors?  You can think of them as missionaries if that works better
for you personally.  Each day, there is a group of dedicated, hard-working people who represent our
parish out in the world.  They serve in many ways and places.  By the Grace of Jesus Christ, they
touch the lives of people in the name of Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Church.  We’re speaking of
the students and graduates of our parish school.

On a certain level, we all do this.  We live our lives out in the world, interact with non-parishioners
and hopefully touch them in a way that speaks well of our faith community.  The children who are
students of the school, including those who are not even Catholic, also take part in this mission but
on a different level and we encourage you to consider the implications of this as we conclude our
celebration of Catholic Schools Week.

When the children in your family do well, it makes you proud.  You’ve done a good job with their
upbringing and given them a firm foundation in ethics and morality, teaching them what is impor-
tant so that they can lead a fulfilling and productive life.  Within our Church Family, because of the
relationship we enjoy with our parish school, each one of you, regardless of whether you have chil-
dren at all or your own children attend another school, helps over a hundred students from eighty-
five families to realize their potential intellectually and to continue to grow into good people.  This
reflects well upon every one of us and we can be very proud of them, and of ourselves for the con-
tributions we make which enable this to happen.

In the pages that follow, we want to show you some of the many articles published over the last
year in our local papers, documenting some of the contributions made by our Parish School Ambas-
sadors each day.  (reprinted by permission;  Thanks to the Sentinel Standard and the Ionia County
Shopper’s Guide.)  There are many others:  We invite you to view these and manh others at the
school’s website www.ssppcatholic.com.  When our students do well, and people ask them and are
told where they go to school, it is an outward demonstration of an inward attribute, the close, per-
sonal relationship which Christ offers all of us and which the teachers, staff and Religious Life
mentors of the school nurture with such dedication.  You can be very proud of your school, and of
yourselves.  I know that every student at the school joins us in expressing our appreciation to you
for the difference you make in the life of these children and their families.  Thank You.

Yours In Christ,

Fr. Tom

Most Sincerely,

Julie Palmer, Principal,  SSPP Catholic School

SSPP Catholic School Marketing Committee



year's kindergarten class has sixteen children and will be taught by team leader and ten-year veteran Sarah
Marion who received her Masters in Early Childhood Development from Western Michigan University.

"This year begins something completely new" she says. "We're very excited to introduce 'looping' which
keeps the kindergarten class together with the same teacher as they move on to first grade. When the new
year begins in first grade, they will already know me, each other and the class room. Anybody who has had
the experience of dropping their kids off for the first day of school can imagine how much that familiarity
will help during what can be a very stressful time for some children. The fact that I will already know where
each student is at developmentally and can begin working with them right from the first day is going to give
our children a huge leg up on the new school year."

The school's preschool teacher, Caety Hunt emphasizes the new wing's advantages for social development.
"We'll be bringing the different class levels together more often which will be great for their social develop-
ment. That's incredibly important at this level. Over the fall semester that will expand that "family feeling
that Saints Peter and Paul is known for. They'll know they have friends, almost like big (or little) brothers
and sisters in the other classrooms just across the fall. For the younger children that adds a real feeling of
security and self-esteem and for the older kids it helps build leadership and empathy." Mrs. Hunt's degree
from CMU is also in child development.

SSPP has several new personnel in key positions this year. Julie Palmer brings impressive credentials and
twenty three years of experience (thirteen in administration) to her position as principal. Ms. Palmer is an
undeniable "presence" in the school. "Coming from a teaching background, I know that every school needs
a stable, secure environment for learning. As principal, my job is to make sure that happens for our stu-
dents"

Michelle Merryfield is the director of "Panther Playhouse", the school's dedicated day care area within the
elementary education wing. "Some parents' work schedules make it hard for them to coordinate with the
opening and closing bell of the school day. Having a supervised place onsite where their children can meet,
play and make crafts with each other during those times before and after school is a real blessing for those
parents. All the children here get along so well together regardless of their grade level. It really is extraordi-

SSPP Prepares For All-School Open House and
Opening of New Early Childhood Wing

nary".Jennifer Leik is SSPP's newest addition in the early
childhood wing. Her recent degree from CMU in integrated
science with a reading minor exposed her to innovative
ideas like looping which is only a recent phenomena. She
says that the bond created with a student over the two years
of a looping cycle allows the teacher to help the student to
an even higher level of learning and understanding.

The school at Saints Peter and Paul is what some might de-
scribe as a "vintage structure". The cornerstone of the build-
ing is engraved with the year 1903 but the teachers and staff
inside are still innovating.

Ionia-Saints Peter and Paul School will be expanding
their annual all-school open house with a ribbon-cutting
ceremony to open their new early childhood wing
which they are calling "God's Littlest Creations". The
newly decorated area of the school sets aside dedicated
space for preschool, kindergarten and first grade.  This



Back to School at Saints Peter and Paul

The week following Labor Day was actually the second week of school for stu-
dents at SSPP.  “We take the Friday off before the long weekend” said Julie
Palmer, principal at Peter and Paul, “But that short week before the holiday lets
us get acclimated so that Tuesday morning we can hit the ground running.”  The
recent opening of the Early Childhood Wing of the school has met with great suc-
cess.   Even though school has already started, preschool teacher Caety Hunt em-
phasizes that there is still time to enroll.  “A year of preschool, especially in an
integrated program like this, gives the children so much confidence.  Regardless
of which school they attend the following year, preschool lays the foundation for
success. I’m so proud of their progress.  When they’re well-prepared it can make
that first day of Kindergarten a real joy like it has been this year.”



Fall Fun!
Last Monday, students from SSPP’s Kindergarten, First and Second
grades enjoyed an October tradition by visiting Klackle Orchards in
Greenville.  After a short demonstration about apples, pollination and
correct picking technique, students piled aboard trailers for a tractor-
powered tour of the orchards and a chance to pick their own apples and
pumpkins.



IHS Jazz Band Swings by SSPP

Thursday morning saw the SSPP cafeteria filled with the swinging
sounds of Christmas as Scott Beyer and the Ioinia High School Jazz
Band paid a visit.  The group performed big band arrangements of
Rudolf, Frosty and an uptempo version of Beethoven’s Fur Elise before
a very appreciative audience of Saints Peter and Paul students.



Lessons In Giving

Students at Saints Peter and Paul recently got to apply lessons in financial
planning during their fall Service Project.  First and Eighth grade students worked
together in developing a service project focusing on Toys For Tots, the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve’s program that brings the joy of Christmas to America’s
needy children.  Students and families began their effort with a fundraising
breakfast in October raising over $650.00.  The school’s Athletic Association and
Family School Council covered the costs of all the food and supplies to increase
the project’s impact and Ionia Dial-A-Ride provided transportation to and from
Meijer, where students used notebooks and calculators to search for the best deals
and work within a fixed budget to maximize their contribution.  The managers at
Meijer opened two lanes and helped with bagging the toys which were delivered
to Toys for Tots in plenty of time for the holiday.  Their service project was a great
experience for both the older and younger children, continuing the school’s
tradition of working and sharing within the community.



Students from Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School enjoyed a field trip to
Fredrick Meijer Gardens for the gardens' annual "Butterflies in Bloom"
event. Kindergarten, first and second graders got to see butterflies and
moths from all over the world which are brought to the gardens' enormous
green house as canons and chrysalises. As they emerge they are allowed free
flight inside the conservatory with a number of feeding stations which allow
guests to see then up close as they pause to eat. The effect is quite
magical. "My favorite is the Blue Morpho!" said Benjamin Toaz, a student in
Mrs. Marion's first grade class. Students also enjoyed the children's garden
and a chance to see the giant horse sculpture an adaptation of a design by
Leonardo da Vinci created by Nina Akamu which stands twenty-four feet tall.
Other indoor gardens feature a variety of themes including a Victorian
garden, one showcasing different seasonal varieties of plants and the Arid
garden featuring plants that prefer a dry environment. The children learned
about the life-cycle of the moths and butterflies and their natural habitats
as well as enjoying learning time outside the classroom.

Tanner and Trevor Arens with Patricia Eppler









Volunteers from parish and school made our booth at the Chili Dawg Challenge
one of Ionia’s favorites and helped to raise money for Big Brothers/Big Sisters.









When many are preoccu-
pied with the commercial
aspect of Christmas, count
on SSPP families to re-
mind our community of
what is truly important.



Our students not only represent us out in the community, but they demon-
strate great sportsmanship and ability as they compete in athletics.





After their time at SSPP our students’ success still speaks volumes about
the education they have received here.  Just look around our community

and count the many leaders who can trace their roots back to SSPP.
You may be one of them!



We all celebrate the successes of all of our local kids.
Before they graduated from Ionia High School, these

fine young people were students at SSPP.





In our school’s advertising we walk a fine line.  We admire and support
the work done by the educators and administration of our local public
schools and we value the close relationship which we enjoy with them.
The benefits of a Catholic education and of our school in particular are
many, but pointing out any of these attributes cannot help but beg com-
parison.   Everyone involved in the school’s marketing is very aware of
the balance required and efforts are made in our promotions to only point
to the positive characteristics of the school.  Most of the students graduat-
ing from our eighth grade go on to high school right here in Ionia where
they are greeted with warmth and have a reputation for being exception-
ally well-prepared.  We appreciate the contribution that IPS makes to that
preparation through the cooperative agreements we share which provide
instruction for many of our “specials”,  the classes beyond the regular
classroom that help to round out our students’ experience.  As you review
some of the advertising that has been done so far this year, much of which
was underwritten by donations from outside the parish and school, so did
not use any of the school or parish’s funding, please take a moment to add
to your own personal list of the benefits our children derive from their ex-
perience here at Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School and through the
school’s strong ties with our parish and the Church as a whole.





It’s Not Too Late!
Your kids can still join us for a Fabulous School Experience at SSPP!

We offer a great student/teacher ratio in a safe, family-friendly environment
Quality Education, Pre-School through 8th grade

All students are welcome;  30% of our students are not Catholic
Call 616-527-3561
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Mention this ad for $300 new family discount

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic School

Breakfast with Santa!

Sunday, December 6, 2009, at the School
9:30-10:30 AM and again from 12:00-1:00 PM

donation accepted at the door
Pictures with Santa, Only $3.00
Cookie Sale During Breakfast

Everyone is Welcome!



What could a smaller class size
do for your middle school student?

Would they be less distracted?
Would it be easier for them to focus?
Would it help them transition to High School?
Would they form close and lasting friendships?
Would they get more personal attention in needed areas?
Would your advanced student stay more engaged and challenged?
Would they get the positive feedback they need to feel successful?
Would they get to study independently with guidance in areas that interest them?
Would material be presented in a way that is more tailored to their personal needs and learning style?

If these are your questions, we may have some answers that you’ll like.
Call us.  We’ll talk.  No pressure:  We’re here to help.

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School  616-527-3561
Quality Education, Pre-School through 8th grade, in a diverse, values-based setting
30% of our students are not Catholic

Mention this advertisement and receive $300 off new enrollments

SSPP.  Because good values are a good value
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