February 7, 2010
Dear Parishioners,

We wanted to take this opportunity to bring somagto your attention. Did you know that our
parish has its own staff of ambassadors? Youluak bf them as missionaries if that works better
for you personally. Each day, there is a grougeaficated, hard-working people who represent our
parish out in the world. They serve in many wayd places. By the Grace of Jesus Christ, they
touch the lives of people in the name of SaintePatd Paul Catholic Church. We're speaking of
the students and graduates of our parish school.

On a certain level, we all do this. We live owel out in the world, interact with non-parishianer
and hopefully touch them in a way that speaks wafetlur faith community. The children who are
students of the school, including those who areemeh Catholic, also take part in this mission but
on a different level and we encourage you to canditge implications of this as we conclude our
celebration of Catholic Schools Week.

When the children in your family do well, it makgsu proud. You've done a good job with their
upbringing and given them a firm foundation in ethand morality, teaching them what is impor-
tant so that they can lead a fulfilling and prodeectife. Within our Church Family, because of the
relationship we enjoy with our parish school, eank of you, regardless of whether you have chil-
dren at all or your own children attend anotheiosthhelps over a hundred students from eighty-
five families to realize their potential intelleelly and to continue to grow into good people. sThi
reflects well upon every one of us and we can lpg pwud of them, and of ourselves for the con-
tributions we make which enable this to happen.

In the pages that follow, we want to show you saifnne many articles published over the last
year in our local papers, documenting some of tmributions made by our Parish School Ambas-
sadors each day. (reprinted by permission; Themise Sentinel Standard and the lonia County
Shopper’'s Guide.) There are many others: Weenou to view these and manh others at the
school’s websitavww.ssppcatholic.comWhen our students do well, and people ask theirase
told where they go to school, it is an outward desti@tion of an inward attribute, the close, per-
sonal relationship which Christ offers all of uslamhich the teachers, staff and Religious Life
mentors of the school nurture with such dedicati¥ou can be very proud of your school, and of
yourselves. | know that every student at the skjoirs us in expressing our appreciation to you
for the difference you make in the life of thesddren and their families. Thank You.

Yours In Christ,

Fr. Tom

Most Sincerely,

Julie Palmer, Principal, SSPP Catholic School

SSPP Catholic School Marketing Committee



SSPP Prepares For All-School Open House and
Opening of New Early Childhood Wing

I lonia-Saints Peter and Paul School will be expandin
1‘ = . their annual all-school open house with a ribbottiog
------ ~ ceremony to open their new early childhood wing
which they are calling "God's Littlest Creationghe
newly decorated area of the school sets aside atedic
5 space for preschool, kindergarten and first gratias
year's kindergarten class has sixteen childrenndlhtie taught by team leader and ten-year vet&arah
Marion who received her Masters in Early Childhdaelvelopment from Western Michigan University.

"This year begins something completely new" shes.sa¥e're very excited to introduce ‘looping’ which
keeps the kindergarten class together with the saawher as they move on to first grade. When ¢we n
year begins in first grade, they will already knme, each other and the class room. Anybody whdads
the experience of dropping their kids off for tivstfday of school can imagine how much that feamity
will help during what can be a very stressful tifmesome children. The fact that | will already knahere
each student is at developmentally and can begikimgpwith them right from the first day is going give
our children a huge leg up on the new school year."

The school's preschool teacher, Caety Hunt empstiz new wing's advantages for social development
"We'll be bringing the different class levels tdgat more often which will be great for their soaialvelop-
ment. That's incredibly important at this level.eDthe fall semester that will expand that "fanfigling

that Saints Peter and Paul is known for. Theytiikithey have friends, almost like big (or littlepthers

and sisters in the other classrooms just acros&th&or the younger children that adds a realifigy of
security and self-esteem and for the older kitteips build leadership and empathy." Mrs. Huntgrele

from CMU is also in child development.

SSPP has several new personnel in key positioayéair. Julie Palmer brings impressive crederiads
twenty three years of experience (thirteen in adstriztion) to her position as principal. Ms. Palrisean
undeniable "presence" in the school. "Coming froraahing background, | know that every school seed
a stable, secure environment for learning. As jpaidcmy job is to make sure that happens for tu s
dents"

Michelle Merryfield is the director of "Panther Rlouse", the school's dedicated day care areanvttiai
elementary education wing. "Some parents' workduales make it hard for them to coordinate with the
opening and closing bell of the school day. Haxargypervised place onsite where their childrenncaet,
play and make crafts with each other during thomes before and after school is a real blessinghiose
parents. All the children here get along so wejkther regardless of their grade level. It realgxitraordi-

nary".Jennifer Leik is SSPP's newest addition edhrly
childhood wing. Her recent degree from CMU in imtgd
science with a reading minor exposed her to innevat
ideas like looping which is only a recent phenom&ieae
says that the bond created with a student ovemtbeears
of a looping cycle allows the teacher to help tivelent to
an even higher level of learning and understanding.

The school at Saints Peter and Paul is what somlet rée-
scribe as a "vintage structure”. The cornerstorteebuild-
ing is engraved with the year 1903 but the teacaedsstaff
inside are still innovating.




Back to School at Salnts' Peter and Paul

The week following Labor Day was actually the setareek of school for stu-
dents at SSPP. “We take the Friday off beforddhg weekend” said Julie
Palmer, principal at Peter and Paul, “But that siv@ek before the holiday lets
us get acclimated so that Tuesday morning we dathdiground running.” The
recent opening of the Early Childhood Wing of tb@ol has met with great suc-
cess. Even though school has already startesipwel teacher Caety Hunt em-
phasizes that there is still time to enroll. “Aay®f preschool, especially in an
integrated program like this, gives the childrenmeach confidence. Regardless
of which school they attend the following year,qmigool lays the foundation for
success. I'm so proud of their progress. When'taayell-prepared it can make
that first day of Kindergarten a real joy like @adbeen this year.”



Fall Fun!

Last Monday, students from SSPP’s KindergartenstFand Second
grades enjoyed an October tradition by visiting dkla Orchards in
Greenville. After a short demonstration about eppbpollination and
correct picking technique, students piled aboaailetrs for a tractor-
powered tour of the orchards and a chance to piek bwn apples and
pumpkins.



IHS Jazz Band Swings by SSPP

Thursday morning saw the SSPP cafeteria filled witd swinging
sounds of Christmas as Scott Beyer and the loingh Kbchool Jazz
Band paid a visit. The group performed big bandiragements of
Rudolf, Frosty and an uptempo version of Beetha/&wir Elise before
a very appreciative audience of Saints Peter antd$adents.



Lessons In Giving

Students at Saints Peter and Paul recently gotpply dessons in financial
planning during their fall Service Project. Fiestd Eighth grade students worked
together in developing a service project focusimgTwys For Tots, the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve’s program that brings thegbZhristmas to America’s
needy children. Students and families began th#ort with a fundraising
breakfast in October raising over $650.00. Thesth Athletic Association and
Family School Council covered the costs of all fined and supplies to increase
the project’'s impact and lonia Dial-A-Ride providgdnsportation to and from
Meijer, where students used notebooks and calaslédcsearch for the best deals
and work within a fixed budget to maximize theintdution. The managers at
Meijer opened two lanes and helped with baggingtdlys which were delivered
to Toys for Tots in plenty of time for the holidayheir service project was a great
experience for both the older and younger childemmtinuing the school’s
tradition of working and sharing within the commuyni



Tanner and Trevor Arens with Patricia Eppler

Students from Saints Peter and Paul Catholic Salgoled a field trip to
Fredrick Meijer Gardens for the gardens' annuaktiilies in Bloom"
event. Kindergarten, first and second graders@eee butterflies and
moths from all over the world which are broughthe gardens' enormous
green house as canons and chrysalises. As thegenmsy are allowed free
flight inside the conservatory with a number ofdeg stations which allow
guests to see then up close as they pause toheaeffect is quite

magical. "My favorite is the Blue Morpho!" said Bamin Toaz, a student in
Mrs. Marion's first grade class. Students alsoyagdhe children's garden
and a chance to see the giant horse sculptureagtadihn of a design by
Leonardo da Vinci created by Nina Akamu which statvdenty-four feet tall.
Other indoor gardens feature a variety of themelsidhng a Victorian
garden, one showcasing different seasonal varietipants and the Arid
garden featuring plants that prefer a dry envirommeéhe children learned
about the life-cycle of the moths and butterfliag #heir natural habitats

as well as enjoying learning time outside the clzm®.












Volunteers from parish and school made our bootheaChili Dawg Challenge
one of lonia’s favorites and helped to raise mdieeyBig Brothers/Big Sisters.













When many are preoccu-
pied with the commercial
aspect of Christmas, count
on SSPP families to re-
mind our community of
what is truly important.




Our students not only represent us out in the comiy)lbut they demon

strate great sportsmanship and ability as they etenp athletics.







After their time at SSPP our students’ succesissgidaks volumes aboy
the education they have received here. Just lomkna our community
and count the many leaders who can trace theis toatk to SSPP.
You may be one of them!




We all celebrate the successes of all of our IkicH.
Before they graduated from lonia High School, theése
fine young people were students at SSPP.







In our school’s advertising we walk a fine line.e\Admire and support
the work done by the educators and administratiauolocal public
schools and we value the close relationship whieremjoy with them.
The benefits of a Catholic education and of ounstim particular are
many, but pointing out any of these attributes camelp but beg com-
parison. Everyone involved in the school’'s marigets very aware of
the balance required and efforts are made in ametions to only point
to the positive characteristics of the school. Mdghe students graduat-
ing from our eighth grade go on to high school tigére in lonia where
they are greeted with warmth and have a reputétiobeing exception-
ally well-prepared. We appreciate the contributioat IPS makes to that
preparation through the cooperative agreementdhaee svhich provide
instruction for many of our “specials”, the clas$®yond the regular
classroom that help to round out our students’ egpee. As you review
some of the advertising that has been done saitay¢ar, much of which
was underwritten by donations from outside thegbaaind school, so did
not use any of the school or parish’s funding, péet@ke a moment to ad
to your own personal list of the benefits our clald derive from their ex
perience here at Saints Peter and Paul Catholiocdbalmd through the
school’s strong ties with our parish and the Chasla whole.







It's Not Too Late!

Your kids can still join us for a Fabulous Scho&pErience at SSPP!
We offer a great student/teacher ratio in a sai®jlf/-friendly environment
Quality Education, Pre-School through 8th grade
All students are welcome; 30% of our studentsnateCatholic
Call 616-527-3561

Mention this ad for $300 new family discount

Saints Peter & Paul Catholic School
Breakfast with Santa!

Sunday, December 6, 2009, at the School
9:30-10:30 AM and again from 12:00-1:00 PM
donation accepted at the door
Pictures with Santa, Only $3.00
Cookie Sale During Breakfast
Everyone is Welcome!




What could a smaller class size
do for your middle school student?

Would they be less distracted?

Would it be easier for them to focus?

Would it help them transition to High School?

Would they form close and lasting friendships?

Would they get more personal attention in neededs®

Would your advanced student stay more engaged laitkoged?

Would they get the positive feedback they neee#bd $uccessful?

Would they get to study independently with guidaimcareas that interest them?

Would material be presented in a way that is maifered to their personal needs and learning style?

If these are your questions, we may have some asshat you'll like.
Call us. We'll talk. No pressure: We're herehtp.

Saints Peter and Paul Catholic School 616-527-3561
Quality Education, Pre-School through 8th gradey diverse, values-based setting
30% of our students are not Catholic

Mention this advertisement and receive $300 off ravwliments

SSPP. Because good values are a gatge
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